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the Russian Consul-General from Ragusa, for Senator Petrovic
from Montenegro and for several cabinet messengers to await
his orders in Berlin. But "Novikov found nothing to do,
Wassilitz was never consulted, the Consul-General arrived too
late and the senator Petrovic was telegraphed to remain in
Vienna. Of the messengers, only one was sent to Constantin-
ople." Bismarck was not once mentioned either by Gorchakov,
or, what is more surprising, by Andrassy. Lord Odo Russell
did not fail to notice this, nor to observe how exceedingly
reserved and serious he was during the whole meeting.

In contrast to Lord Odo Russell's display of week-end energy,
Lord Derby merely telegraphed that the Government could not
make a decision until the Cabinet had met on the following
Tuesday. Andrassy and Gorchakov did not remain in Berlin for
the reply, but asked that it might be communicated to them
through Bismarck. The Memorandum did not commend itself
to Disraeli. Lord Odo's despatches, though diplomatically
faultless, could not disguise the fact that Britain was playing
a minor part, and the Prime Minister's arguments were strong
enough to give pause to the Queen, who was not at first inclined
to take offence at the three Northern Powers' acting among
themselves. She thought this attitude sufficiently explained
because they were "more intimately and more vitally interested"
than either England, Prance or Italy,1 and was greatly concerned
lest the Porte should be encouraged by England's separating
herself from the other Powers to look to her for help and thus
"precipitate rather than prevent the catastrophe."2 But Disraeli
thought otherwise. Ever since he had realized that the three
Northern Powers were going to steer the European ship without
consulting England he had begun to doubt the wisdom of ignor-
ing "Bismarck's overtures," but if it were too late to remedy
this, there was yet the possibility of preventing the ship from
sailing at all. Having found five excellent reasons for doing this,
he had little difficulty in persuading a unanimous, if not too well-
informed cabinet, to reject the Berlin Memorandum.3

Lord Odo Russell, who had suffered more than any one else
from the awkward situation, and who had not failed to point out

xl must confess I am surprised that the Queen thought that Germany was
more interested in any part of the Turkish Empire than Great Britain.
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